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SMALL CRAFT HARBOR COMMISSION MINUTES 
VIRTUAL SPECIAL NIGHT MEETING 

MARCH 09, 2022 

Commissioners: Richard Montgomery (Absent), Chair; David Lumian, Vice-Chair; Allyn Rifkin 
(Absent), Nathan Salazar 

Department of Beaches and Harbors (DBH): Gary Jones, Director; Amy Caves, Deputy 
Director; Steve Penn, Chief of Asset Management Division; Susana Graether, Chief Property 
Manager; Phyllis Bordenave-Priestley, Senior Real Property Agent; Amir Tadros, Senior Real 
Property Agent 

Item 1 - Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
Vice-Chair Lumian called the virtual meeting to order at 6:00 pm, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Susana Graether read the virtual meeting procedures.   

Item 2 – New Business 
Dan Ginzburg, FantaSea Yachts, gave a presentation highlighting the history of the charter 
company, its fleet, and charter services. 

Kenneth Johnson, The Los Angeles Rowing Club, presented their club's goals, purpose, and 
activities. 

Pam Gore, Charter boat Operators Marina del Rey CA Association (COMCA), presented the 
organization's mission and their service activities offered to the boating community in Marina 
del Rey. 

Steve Curran, Marina del Rey Yacht Sales, presented about creating a robust partnership 
between boaters and DBH to solve the inadequate infrastructure for new and used boat sales, 
boating schools, and charter operations. Lastly, he suggested a site in Marina del Rey for a 
marine center. 

Vice-Chair Lumian agreed with Mr. Curran's comments regarding the boating center in Marina 
del Rey and the need to preserve the boating businesses. He agreed that additional boating 
expertise is needed in the department. 

Michelle Wilson, Row LA, presented information about their club's history and mission to 
empower young women from underserved communities in the Los Angeles area. They also 
provide access to rowing, tutoring, and college counseling. 

Vice-Chair Lumian noted that Row LA is an essential program. 

Ryan Kirk, Tiki Boats Marina del Rey, requested that DBH staff confirm the cancellation of the 
previously proposed amendment to the charter operators' license to use Dock 55. He explained 
that the Marina del Rey bareboat charter operators and passengers must sign an Acknowledge 
Waiver explaining bareboat charters; however, it's unattainable to have all passengers sign due 
to the lack of contact with passengers. He further explained that bareboat charter operators 
already assume the obligations under the bareboat contract.  
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Captain Skip Rutzick, Duchess Yacht Charters Service, presented his business and support in 
the Marina del Rey businesses. 
 
Angie Miles, Marina del Rey Outrigger Canoe Club, announced a successful LA County Dragon 
Boat Festival on March 2022 and gave a summary of the organization and activities they 
provide.   
 
Vice-Chair Lumian expressed appreciation for the club and the diverse group they bring to the 
water and inquired about their big event. 
 
Angie replied that their Home race would take place on June 4, 2022, encouraging everyone 
to participate. 
 
Elliot Zimmerman, Blue Water Sailing, gave a brief summary of their organization and activities. 
He requested advanced open communication regarding changes and renovations due to 
Caruso’s projects in the marina. 
 
Vice-Chair Lumian expressed his appreciation for Blue Water Sailing services and informed 
Mr. Zimmerman that he stopped by on his tour with Caruso staff to provide them with a 
connection. 
 
Juila Ford spoke about the lack of alternative docks to Dock 55 and urged DBH staff to schedule 
a meeting with all dock masters and charter operators to find a solution suitable for all parties. 
 
Vice-chair Lumian replied that they have asked DBH staff to look for alternative docks and have 
not heard back but will inform her when they do. 
 
Doron Dahan, Happiest Hours, spoke about his 30-year experience as a charter operator in 
Marina del Rey and expressed concern about the lack of alternative docks for bareboat 
charters. 
 
Rick Oefinger noted that he misses in-person meetings and his business continues as usual. 
 
Vice-Chair Lumian thanked Mr. Oefinger for his comments, stated that his business provides 
affordable access to water, and agreed that in-person meetings are missed. 
 
Item 3 – Communication from the Public 
Rob Kessler spoke about his issues with not obtaining a water taxi license due to a 9-month 
waiting list. 
 
Marc Andelman expressed concern about the lack of operating docks when Fishermans Village 
commences construction. He encouraged DBH staff to find alternatives to Dock 55 in advance. 
 
Jordan McCrary, an attorney, stated that he's representing 12 separate businesses regarding 
the bareboat ban and requested confirmation of the cancellation of the previously proposed 
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amendment to the charter operators' license to use Dock 55 and asked for alternative docks to 
Dock 55. He asked for eliminating the Acknowledgement Waivers and the 24-hour rule that 
prevents same-day charters. 

Chris Medinger, Blue Moon Dolphin Charter School, requested DBH and SCHC to provide 
advanced notice for policy and new changes. He also asked for alternative docks to Dock 55. 

Captain Chuch Myers, City Cruises, spoke about their services and continuing successes 
during COVID-19.   

Brittany Emery, Los Angeles Yacht Charter, expressed concern regarding policy changes that 
could force them out of business. She requested DBH promote and support small public 
businesses and provide advance notice of changes.   

Vice-Chair Lumain asked the commissioners if they had questions or comments. 

Nathan Salazar commented that the DBH staff would address questions and concerns raised 
during this meeting. 

Mr. Kozacik thanked all presenters. 

Vice-Chair Lumian thanked all presenters and the public for their comments. DBH is 
responsive, and this is the 7th annual evening meeting, which is very helpful to staff, 
commissioners, and the boating community.  

Adjournment 
Vice-Chair Lumian adjourned the meeting at 7:01 pm. 
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Parcel No. 
Project Name 

Representative Redevelopment 
Proposed 

Massing and Parking Status 

9 -- Proposed Hotel 
on northern portion 
of Parcel 9U, 
wetland park on 
southern portion. 

Sam Hardage * Proposed dual building
hotel, 6-story, 72’-high
Marriott Residence Inn, and,
5-story, 61’-high Courtyard
Marriott.

*New promenade
improvements, restaurants
and amenities.

* Wetland public park project
(1.46 acres).

Massing – One six-story, 
72’ high hotel and one five- 
story 61’ high hotel. 

Parking – 231 parking 
spaces serving the hotel and 
wetland park. 

Proprietary -- Option was approved by BOS on 
10/6/15. Lease was executed on July 31, 2017 

Regulatory -- January 6, 2016, the BOS' approval of 
the hotel project was appealed to the CCC.   On May 
13, 2016, the CCC granted a time extension, until 
December 12, 2016, for the wetland park CDP 
On July 11, 2016, work began on the wetland park. On 
April 26, 2017, the DCB approved the final design of 
the hotel project. Construction of the hotel began on 
August 11, 2017, and Certificate of Occupancy was 
issued on August 2, 2021. The Department of Public 
Works, Building and Safety Division signed off on the 
Wetland Park December 2021. 
Wetland Park: Building and Safety signed off on GS Neptune 
(Parcel 14)’s work at the park in Dec 2021. Wetland Park is 
open to the public.  
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10/14 (FF) -- 
Neptune Marina/ 
Legacy Partners 

Andrew Kuo * Demolish existing facilities
and build 526 apartments.

* 161-slip marina + 7 end-ties.

* 28 foot-wide waterfront
promenade.

Massing -- Four 55' tall 
clustered 4-story residential 
buildings over Parking with 
view corridor. 

Parking -- 1,012 project 
required parking spaces to 
be provided (103 public 
Parking spaces to be 
replaced off site) 

* Replacement of public
parking both on and off site.

Proprietary – December 1, 2015, the BOS agreed to 
extend the term of the option for up to one year. 
Lessee submitted Lease Assignments and 
Assignments of Options to extend existing lease for 
Parcel 10 and the lease for Parcel 14. The SCHC 
endorsed the assignments on September 21, 2016 
and the BOS approved on October 4, 2016. Parcel 10 
and 14 Lease as executed on 12/9/16. 

Regulatory -- On January 21, 2015, the final project 
design was approved by the Design Control Board. 
On December 12, 2016, work began on the project. 
Project completion is expected in Summer 2021. On 
December 14, 2021, the Lessee received Certificate 
of Occupancy for Parcels 10 and 14, and the 
Recorded Notice of Completion dated September 7, 
2021. Lessee is requesting the Final Completion 
Certificate from the County. 

Lessee received Certificate of Occupancy for Parcels 
10 and 14 on 12/14/2021, and the Recorded Notice 
of Completion dated 9/7/2021. Lessee is requesting 
the Final Completion Certificate from the County. 
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Parcel No. 
Project Name 

Representative Redevelopment 
Proposed 

Massing and Parking Status 

44 - Pier 44/Pacific 
Marina Venture 

Michael Pashaie/ 
David Taban 

* Build 5 new visitor serving
commercial and dry storage
buildings

* 82,652 s.f. visitor serving
commercial space

* 141 slips + 5 end ties and
57 dry storage spaces

Massing -- Four new visitor- 
serving commercial 
buildings, maximum 36' tall 
and one dry stack storage 
building, 65' tall. 771.5 lineal 
feet view corridor proposed. 

Parking -- 381 at grade 
Parking spaces will be 
provided with shared 
Parking agreement (402 
Parking spaces are 
required). 

Proprietary -- The lessee initialed a revised Term 
Sheet on July 9, 2015. On January 13, 2016, SCHC 
endorsed DBH’s recommendation to grant lessee an 
option to extend the lease term for 39 years. The 
Grant of Option was approved by the BOS in October 
2016. Amended and restated lease was executed on 
August 24, 2017. Construction began on September 
11, 2017. Trader Joe’s opened on 4/18/19.  
Restaurants including, KazuNori Sushi, Hiho Burger, 
Uovo Pasta, and American Cheeseburger are now 
open to the public. Retailers including Bank of 
America, Seamark, and a few yacht brokers are also 
open for business.   

Regulatory -- February 9, 2016, the BOS approved 
the project, which was appealed to the CCC. CCC 
denied the appeal on June 9, 2016. Lessee has 
received tenant improvement permits to build out 
several sublessees’ offices. Lessee anticipates the 
buildout to be complete by early 2022. A 40,000 
sq.ft. building is currently vacant.  Additionally, 
DPW will not issue a final Certificate of Occupancy 
until all buildings have been occupied.  The lessee 
is in negotiation with several prospective tenants 
for the vacant space. 

Regulatory Matter: Shared Parking Agreement. 
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Parcel No. 
Project Name 

Representative Redevelopment 
Proposed 

Massing and Parking Status 

113 -- Mariner's 
Village 

Mark 
Wagner 

* Renovation of 981
apartments

* Improvements to
promenade

Massing – Existing buildings 
to remain. 

Parking – Existing parking 
to remain. 

Proprietary – Item opened on 9/23/2013. On 
October 30, 2018, the Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors approved an option for an amended at 
restated lease. The revised project will include 20% 
affordable units. 

Regulatory – The Regional Planning Commission 
approved an after-the-fact Coastal Development Permit 
(CDP) for the previous removal of waterbird nests. The 
appeal of that CDP was approved by the Coastal 
Commission in September 8, 2021.  Lessee is 
tentatively scheduled to present at the Marina del Rey 
Design Control Board meeting scheduled for January 
19, 2022. Lessee’s presentation at Jan 19, 2022’s DCB 
meeting was continued to allow more time to review the 
proposal. Staff scheduled ex-parte meetings with Meg 
Coffee and Chair Cho. Lessee’s design plans were 
approved at the March 2022 DCB meeting.  



May 18, 2022 

TO:   Design Control Board  

FROM:  Gary Jones, Director 

SUBJECT:  ITEM 6B – MARINA DEL REY SPECIAL EVENTS 

BURTON CHACE PARK YOGA CLASS 
Burton Chace Park ♦ 13650 Mindanao Way ♦ Marina del Rey 

Sundays 
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 

Join the Department of Beaches and Harbors (Department) and instructor Anastasia for 
a yoga session at the water’s edge and connect with nature and community.  Classes are 
offered to all, regardless of age or ability for $10 per class. Children should be able to 
follow along or sit quietly with a parent/guardian.  Students must bring their own mats and 
water bottles. Please pre-register for each class by emailing 
chacepark@bh.lacounty.gov. 

For more information:  Call (424) 526-7910 or visit marinadelrey.lacounty.gov  

BURTON CHACE PARK FITNESS CLASS 
Burton Chace Park ♦ 13650 Mindanao Way ♦ Marina del Rey 

Mondays 
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Join the Department and instructor Doreen Ferris for a beginner’s group fitness/bootcamp 
session.  Classes will be designed to progress during a four-week period, but all are 
welcome at any time. Classes are offered to adults over the age of 18, regardless of 
ability, for $10 per class.  Students must bring their own water bottles. Please pre-register 
for each class by emailing chacepark@bh.lacounty.gov 
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